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The Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for

Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies

Application Guides

2012-2013 Fellowship Grant

The Foundation for Jewish Culture (formerly the National Foundation for Jewish Culture) invests in creative individuals in order to nurture a vibrant and enduring Jewish identity, culture and community.  Our goals are achieved through the provision of grants, recognition awards, networking opportunities, and professional development services.  We collaborate with cultural institutions, Jewish organizations, consortia, and funders to support the work of these artists and scholars.  The Foundation also educates and builds audiences to provide meaningful Jewish cultural experiences to the American public, and advocates for the importance of Jewish culture as a core component of Jewish life. 

 
Currently, the Foundation is at work to build upon its current portfolio of programs, which have funded documentary filmmakers, writers, choreographers, playwrights and scholars, to include composers, poets and visual artists.  The size and number of grants will increase along with professional development and networking opportunities for grantees.  A national network of communities and agencies will be organized to present and exhibit the works of artists and scholars. 
 

Current programs include the Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film, which has supported the completion of films including Trembling before G-d, My Architect, Encounter Point and Rape of Europa; the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies, which has supported approximately 600 fellows since 1960; New Jewish Theatre Projects; the Samuel Goldberg & Sons Foundation Prize for Jewish Fiction by Emerging Writers; and the Six Points Fellowship for Emerging Jewish Artists, a collaboration with Avoda Arts and JDub Records, with major support from the UJA Federation of New York.  

1.  PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies encourages scholarly research, publication and teaching in the various disciplines of Jewish studies. Established in 1960, we have awarded fellowships to over 600 scholars, including many leaders in the field.
The Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies are made for one academic year and are given for the final stages of completing a dissertation, typically in the fifth year of study. Applicants should have completed all doctoral requirements, except for the completion of their thesis, and must show evidence of being able to complete their thesis within the fellowship year.

Four fellowships of $16,000 were granted in 2010.

2.  DEADLINES

All application materials are due on or before 5 PM EST on December 12, 2011 

Applicants are typically notified of final decisions by June of each year. 

We request that you do not contact us before this time for an update on the status of your application.

3.  ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND RULES
The Doctoral Dissertation grant is intended to help students in their last year of thesis writing only. Please note that we can no longer accept applications from students who have applied previously unless students petition on an individual basis for an exception and can provide sufficient evidence of their ability to complete their thesis during the fellowship year. All applicants will be expected to provide a sample chapter (or more) of their thesis as part of the process.
To be eligible for the Doctoral Dissertation fellowship, applicants must:

· Be citizens or permanent residents of the United States or Canada, and must have a U.S. social security number
· Have completed all academic requirements for the Ph.D., except dissertation, by the date of application
· Demonstrate significant course work in Jewish studies at the graduate level. 
· Provide evidence of proficiency in a Jewish language (i.e. Hebrew, Yiddish, Ladino, Aramaic, etc.)
· Be in a reasonable position to complete the work of their thesis during their fellowship year 

· Have a proposal or prospectus that has been approved by a thesis committee.

· Complete online application in full. Partially completed applications cannot be accepted. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that applications are complete by the deadline. 
A strong preference is also given to individuals who indicate that they will pursue their careers in Jewish Studies in the United States. Preference is also given to individuals preparing for academic careers in Jewish Studies, although occasional grants are awarded to students in other fields of the humanities or social sciences who demonstrate a career commitment to Jewish scholarship. 

To enable recipients to devote themselves fully to completing the dissertation, it is expected that they will not hold a full-time job or equivalent academic workload during the fellowship year. We request that grantees inform us of any other fellowships or grants they may receive during their fellowship year.
Fellowships cannot be postponed or deferred to another year. Grantees who defer their awards will not receive special consideration upon reapplication.

For re-applicants, please indicate how the project has developed or changed from a previous submission. Please note that we cannot consider identical applications.  

Previous recipients of the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Fund for Doctoral Dissertation Fellowships in Jewish Studies may not reapply. 
The Foundation will confirm receipt and eligibility of applications shortly after deadline.
4.  CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 

Each application is reviewed according to the following criteria:  

· Academic promise and ability of candidate as judged by previous performance and recommendations
· Potential of project to significantly impact understanding of Jewish life, culture or thought 
· Clarity, originality, breadth, and depth of the thesis proposal
· Qualifications and academic record of applicant’s advisors and references
· Likelihood that an applicant will go on to teach Jewish Studies in American colleges/universities
5. REVIEW PROCESS

Each application is first reviewed, critiqued and ranked by three readers who are leading scholars in their particular areas of study.  The reader’s expertise is matched to the subject of the dissertation.  These assessments are further evaluated by panelists from the Foundation’s academic advisory committee, who meet in late spring to make final recommendations for fellowships. The Foundation’s Executive Committee of the Board of Directors will provide final approval before the grantees are announced.  
6.  APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Please visit http://jewishculture.myreviewroom.com/ to apply online. 

Please note that the Foundation for Jewish Culture no longer requires hard-copies of your original GRE scores. 
All application materials are due on or before 5 PM EST on December 12, 2011. Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.
Please contact grants@jewishculture.org with questions.
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