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LYNN AND JULES KROLL FUND FOR JEWISH DOCUMENTARY FILM

2011 APPLICATION GUIDELINES

MISSION STATEMENT

The Foundation for Jewish Culture invests in creative individuals in order to nurture a vibrant and enduring Jewish identity, culture and community.

This goal is achieved through the provision of grants, recognition awards, networking opportunities and professional development services to artists and scholars. We collaborate with cultural institutions, Jewish organizations, consortia, and funders to support the work of these creative individuals. The Foundation also educates and builds audiences to provide meaningful Jewish cultural experiences to the American public, and advocates for the importance of Jewish culture as a core component of Jewish life.
PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film provides grants for the completion of original documentary films that promote thoughtful consideration of Jewish history, life, culture, and identity.  The Fund was created with a lead grant from Steven Spielberg’s Righteous Persons Foundation and sustained with major support from the Charles H. Revson Foundation.  The priority of the Fund is to support projects in the latter stages of post-production that address significant subjects; offer fresh, challenging perspectives; engage audiences across cultural lines; and expand the understanding of Jewish experience.  

AWARD AMOUNTS

Grants from the Fund must be used for projects in post-production at the time of the application. Fund awards generally range in size from $15,000 to $35,000. The largest grant is $50,000. Applicants should be realistic in their expectations with respect to their overall budget.

DEADLINE: JULY 22, 2011, 11:59PM

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED THROUGH OUR ONLINE SYSTEM. WE WILL NOT ACCEPT PAPER COPIES OF ANY APPLICATION.

TO AVOID LAST-MINUTE DIFFICULTIES, BE SURE TO BEGIN WORK ON YOUR APPLICATION WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE DEADLINE. 

ALL WORK SAMPLES MUST BE UPLOADED BY JULY 22, 2011.

INCOMPLETE AND LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.

Within two weeks of receipt, all applicants will be notified via email if their application is complete Please do not contact us before this time for an update on the status of your application.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Applicants for the Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film must:
· Be a citizen or legal permanent resident of the United States (director or producer); 
· Be an individual with a fiscal sponsor that agrees to receive and administer an award on behalf of the project, or a nonprofit organization with federal tax exempt status;
· Be in post-production at the time of application; 

· Have creative, editorial, and budgetary control of the proposed project; and 

· Own the copyright of the completed film. 

Funding will not be provided for research, script development, or other pre-production expenses.
We consider films to be in the post-production stage when the majority of film shooting or recording is complete.  Post-production elements include but are not limited to editing, color correction, sound mixing, music and archival licensing, duplication, subtitling; post-production funds can also be used for distribution, outreach, and audience engagement.  
Only one application per filmmaker, per funding cycle will be accepted. 

Employees of a commercial broadcast station or film studio are not eligible to apply if their project will be financially supported in any way by their employer.  

Students / student projects are not eligible to apply. 

While applications from emerging artists and first-time filmmakers are welcome, all applicants must submit either one of their own completed films or a film that they worked on, preferably, in some major capacity.  

Documentaries eligible for support will be educational, artistic, or informational and may be a single film from a limited series. 

Documentaries may employ certain narrative film techniques but the film itself must be a documentary to be considered.
Projects ideally can be completed within one year of the grant award.  
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION AND REVIEW PROCESS
Each application is reviewed according to the following criteria:

· Significance of the film to Jewish history, life, culture, and identity;

· Originality in form and/or content;

· Qualifications of key project personnel and quality of work;

· Likelihood that the project will be completed within one year of the grant;

· Suitability of the project for television broadcast, Internet, theatrical or other distribution vehicles;
· Potential of the project to generate public discourse on Jewish history, life, culture, and cross cultural relations;
· Strength of the marketing and distribution plan.
All applications will be reviewed by a panel of distinguished scholars and academics as well as film and media professionals.  Final recommendations are approved by the Executive Committee of the Foundation for Jewish Culture’s Board of Directors.

TIMELINE

Grant awards will be announced December 2011.  The grant period begins January 2012 and ends January 2013, during which time monies will be disbursed over three payments of 50%, 45%, and 5%.
HOW TO APPLY 
The Lynn and Jules Kroll Fund for Jewish Documentary Film 2011 Application must be completed online and can be accessed via our website, www.jewishculture.org/film 

SUBMIT ONLINE:

Submit work samples to Vimeo.com. If the sample is password protected, please provide the password.
□ Two Work Samples 
All proposals must include two work samples.  Please be sure that a description of both samples is included.

Work Sample #1: 15 minutes featuring a selection of three strong scenes from the project. We discourage you from submitting a commercial trailer not indicative of the pacing, style or tone of the film. 

Work Sample #2: A 15-minute segment from a completed film. If you are a first time filmmaker, you can submit a 
segment of a film that you worked on as an editor, assistant editor, producer, etc. This work sample will be viewed at the panelists’ discretion. 

We are happy to assist you if you have questions. Please e-mail Ester Bloom, Program Associate, at ebloom@jewishculture.org, or call 212/629-0500, ext. 216.

DEADLINE:  JULY 22, 2011 at 11:59PM
Thank you and good luck!
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